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Winter 2024 Papcastle and Belle Vue Newsletter

You can view The Villager online at www.papcastle.org.uk

Happy New Year to all our residents and readers!

This edition is packed with memories of many wonderful social events which have taken place in
our villages since the summer, together with local news and a diary of what is to come (back
page). Keep an eye out for the A -boards at the entrances to Belle Vue and Papcastle, where more
up-to-date details of events will be posted.

The Advent Windows Trail was just fantastic, once again, with superb, imaginative and obviously
time -demanding displays to tempt us out on wet and windy evenings. Congratulations especially
to the Winner no. 23 and Runner -Up no. 8. Thank you to all who entertained us this year - they
are all recorded through -out the newsletter so that you can follow the trail just one more time!

|l f youdve just moved in and wish to introduce vy
papcastlevillager@gmail.com. Back copies of this publication are available on the website
abovefi click on Newsletter.

Cracking Debbie and Judyds Ch
Cheese and Workshop
Great e
Inventions at S
the Hall

Ali organised a super impromptu Cheese and
Wine Evening on 8th November. It was really
well supported and a very enjoyable evening. u =
Thanks, Ali. When is the next one? Papcastleds Countdown to Christrm

And at Caroledés Annual Ca&aemberinthe rgddle of Storm Bartywithowind and rain
20th October, word had obviously got round lashing the Village Hall windows. The freezing weather of
about the quality and inventiveness of her work. the previous week had put us all in the mood, so we donned
There were many people from the village and our Christmas jumpers and got on with winding and
surrounding area, making for a lively afternoon snipping, binding and pricking our fingers. Judy made a

and fast sales. delicious soup to sustain us, and Debbie showed us how

create a beautiful windproof wreath to adorn our front
to be a draw also as there was a roaring trade doors. Foliage and fruits were bound into wire and moss
and village hall funds benefitted both from ’ wreaths to make uniquely individual, sustainable wreaths

Debbieds teamds efforts gq-{n(patlfrq{ rpate a%g"\ée{)”lfﬂeg with a glass of mulled

donations from Papcastle residents. wi ne, —a , tea and Judyds fe
) , Debbie and Judy for setting up such a wonderful afternoon.
Many thanks to all - it was a good gathering!

Tea, coffee and delicious homemaking seemed
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http://www.papcastle.org.uk

Papcastle Roman Finds Friday 27th September 2024 & ¥

Mark Graham from Grampus Heritage spoke to a packed Village Hall all about
the archaeological digs done around and about Papcastle, talking through the
variety of methods used and care taken at each stage, before the excitement of
the numerous finds. It almost seems a shame that the amazing discoveries must. =
be covered up! i

Deciphering Hieroglyphics Friday 25th October 2024

Mike Hind, a former lecturer at Lancaster University, guided us through the fascinating ancient symbols
from Egyptian times. He explained the intricacies of decoding and explained why it had taken so long to
understand the different levels of the symbols. A wonderful insight into these captivating symbols and
their impact on our language today.

Beanz Meanz Coffee Friday 20th November 2024

S ephen Kidd from Cockermouthdés The
Papcastleds coffee enthusiasts on t
and passion for the not so humble coffee bean. We learned about the different
types of coffee plants (Arabica and Robusta), what climate suits them best, how
they are harvested and processed, how roasting time affects the flavour, how to
grind them, different methods of brewing the coffee and how not to drink it!

Did you know that South American coffees are chocolatey and nutty, African coffees are fruity and
Indonesian coffees are spicy and chocolatey? They need high altitude and freedraining, rich soils with
plenty of rainfall, but because climate change is causing crop failures many growers are switching to
cacao instead.

Stephen has spent time on coffee plantations pi
He now has a deep understanding of the art of coffee making, and a great respect for the skill required to
roast the beans. He buys his coffee from the local roasters Carvetii in Threlkeld, but has to make his own
water , as the soft Cumbrian water doesnot make
drink will be hard to find.

There were many questions from the audience which Stephen was happy to answer. Thank you, Stephen,
foran amazingtalk 8t hough | di dndt get to sleep till 4.30

Forthcoming Lectures

The next lecture will be on Friday 17th January 2025, given by geologistPhil Davies, who was involved
with the Moorside project in Sellafield. He will be speaking about Nuclear Decommissioning and how to
get rid of nuclear waste.

Februaryds o al Reewtl t hgda wilMze giter onoFfidayr2ilsiney Paul Shearsby,
head of his department in Cumberland Council, who has an interest in the future of recycling in general.
On 14th March we will hear from our very own Stan Leigh talking about Exploring Carlisle.

7.30 pm, £3 on the door, tea/coffee and biscuits provided. Do come along!

X[p e n
heir

Y
S BEVARE, NADGHTY TRRN RN




Young Papcast
Hal |l owd&en Tri cks only Treat
What a wonde
we ave here
Hal |l oween sa
and best eodfis
young Papcas
visiting the
well @swdade
Hal |l oween pa
in the Villa
Great fun fo
Bir Boy of Papcastit]| «
Harry (left) not only breeds budgies| but
the Young Handl ers <cl ass
On his first entry t e=
he got a First wit
bantam plus a Firs
drake. To top it o
wins and having ga
the Junior section
He was, quite righ
hi msel f, as were M
Super success Harr

Christmas Tractor Fun Father Christmas visits the Mount
There was a good Papcastle & Belle Vue turnout O Carol Singing and Mince Pies!

on 16th December for the annual Tractors & Tinsel There was a strong turn out to greet Santa and sing carols

Run which travelled from this year, and the weather was kind. Some comments from
Wigton to Cockermouth

, _ the caroll ers: 0Santa and hi
via Aspatria, Maryport OYou can't beat a good get t
and all points inbetween. Christmas time.6 O0A lovely s

The farmers had decoratefi
their tractors with colourfu
Christmas Lights and had
many different musical
horns sounding. 110 took
part, raising money for the
farmersd charity
MND Association.

The villagers gathered at the Belle Vue junction
and the parade of tractors took 12 minutes to
pass.Belle Vue resident Lawrie White took part in
his Lloyds Agriculture, Penrith demonstrator.

Well done to Gill for organising the carol singing sheets and
thank you to Vicki and Mike for supplying the delicious
mince pies and mulled wine.
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_% Adventures of a Young Papcastle Vet

In July 2025 it will be 40 years since Bill Mavir moved back into

& Papcastle and came to live at Greenbank with his wife Robyn and their
< three young children, Matthew, Philippa and Olivia. We asked Bill to tell
¢ 4 us alittle about his early years here, his career and what brought him
/.1 back to the village.

In April 1957 when | was 7% our family moved to Beech House, Papcastle. We came from

Brigham where several generations of my father &:s
and grew up in Great Broughton. As far back as available records show, all of our

ancestors have lived in or around the Cockermouth area.

On my first day in Papcastle | was introduced to the only

other boy of my age, Jackson Strong, son of Mary and Joe,
who many will remember living at the farm. For the next 15
years or so, Jackson and | were pretty much inseparable and
Croft House became my second home. It was a lively,
welcoming household where most of the extended Jackson
family lived, including the 12  -year-old Robert who now lives
at Lynwood House.

The farm provided an endless supply of fascinating

experiences: calves and lambs being born, chicks hatching,

cows being milked, sheep being sheared and dipped, pet

lambs to be fed, Irish cattle arriving by train in Cockermouth

and being walked from the auction up into the village, semi -
wild ponies arriving from Wigton horse sales that we were

{ allowed to ride etc. Every day brought something new. And in
Ethe days before OHealth & Safetybd
was a far better playground than any modern -day theme
park: tractors to ride on, barns full of hay bales to build dens

in, ropes to swing on, small rivers and streams to dam, tree
houses that needed building - and so on.

As we got a little older there were jobs that we could help with such as mucking out the

byres, feeding the calves, stacking and loading hay bales, bottling milk, helping on the milk

round, plucking the poultry at Christmas dand many more. Though | di
my experiences at Croft House would have a significant influence on my future choice of

career.

Some of the Papcastle kids went to Dovenby School, but it was decided that my sister
Judith and | should attend Fairfield. There was a regular bus service through the village
then, but | usually chose to walk and spend the bus fare at : :
Jimdbs sweet shop on the corner
little traffic that it was considered the norm for a seven -year-
old boy to walk into town unattended. Anyone from the village
driving past would invariably stop and offer me a lift and it felt

safe to get in because | knew everyone who lived here.

After Fairfield School | went on to Cockermouth Grammar

School on Strawberry How Road. It served a wide area and

pupils were bussed in from as far afield as Clifton, Crosby,
Maryport and Dearham. It was possible to catch one of these
buses at Bell e Vue, but bupenbughe
money to buy a brand new BSA racing bike so | usually cycled.

Photos top to bottom: Bill nowadays, Lynwood and some of the Croft House farm buildings in the 1950s, Bill
aged 10 on a pony with his great uncle Wi lson Richardson,



During my mid -teens Jack Sedgwick and his family moved into Well House in Papcastle.

Jackds veterinary practice was based in the old
that | might be interested in becoming a vet, he invited me along to watch a few operations

on dogs and cats. Then for the whole of my Lower 6th Easter school vacation he appointed

me as his driver and general factotum. A couple of days in and | was certain beyond any

doubt that the only thing I wanted to be was a
my best shot.

In September 1968 | started my first term at Vet School at the University

of Edinburgh. Five extremely enjoyable
wonderful cities just flew by, and in September 1973 | began my first job

in Dalston near Carlisle. This was conveniently close for getting back

home to Papcastle when | wasndét workin
out, wasnodot very often. But the [ ong h
meant that by the following autumn | felt ready to set up my own locum

service and get out to see the world, or at least some of it.

My first assignment was standing in for the vet who looked after the

islands of Islay, Jura and Colonsay, in the Inner Hebrides, while he took

a monthoés vacation. It really was as n
Vaccinating calves in Saudi  dramatic scenery, remote crofts and farms, and the most relaxed and

hospitable clients you could ever meet. And where else in the world might you be offered a

Owee dramd at 6. 30 am af toattodeiveraea? | y morning ca

After that it was off to Anglesey for the lambing season, then on

to some other stunning locations in Lincolnshire, Surrey and

Somerset. | also worked in Luton and Workington! Then it was

time for a working holiday in sunny South Africa where | found

a short -term job at the SPCA in Durban. On my first day in the

city | was introduced to a young Australian woman called

Robyn. Within six weeks wedd | ef
together, then headed off in the direction of Cape Town to see

more of South Africa and Lesotho
have been together for 50 years!

Come February 1976, | had to get back for lambing time on Anglesey again and Robyn had a

ticket booked on the back of a truck, making her way overland with a group of other young

travellers to Kenya via Botswana, Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), Zambia and Tanzania o and

from there via Egypt to the UK, where she arrived in late April. She managed to find a

temporary job in London and one way or another we were able to meet up quite frequently,

until Robyn went off to explore Europe and | took up a job offer on a large dairy farm in

Saudi Arabia owned by the very wealthy Al mushei
(photo below)

The local town of Buraydah was about the size of

Cockermouth and, although then very primitive, has since

been transformed by oil wealth into a gleaming modern city
with a population of 750, 000. Bac
place to be for a team of 35 young men in their 20s. No pubs,
clubs, cinemas, cafes, restaurants, telephones, radio or
television, and girls and alcohol were strictly off -limits 0 but
the tax -free pay and perks were very generous, and half way
through the contract my flight to Australia to visit Robyn was

fully funded by my employees. By coincidence | flew there on

the same plane as ABBA embarking on their iconic 1977 tour

of Australia. As you might imagine the crowd that greeted me at Perth Airport was quite
phenomenal!

My next visit to Australia would be later that year when Robyn and | got married odbut t ha
another chapter. Bill Mavir tbc!



Welcome to our new Villagers

We are Cass and Gary Creaser of The Hawthorns.

We moved in October and received a lovely warm welcome from ou
- neighbouring residents of Papcastle. Originally from Buckinghamshire,
we re-located to Holmrook, West Cumbria in 200%ollowing
retirement, we realised we would both like to be closer to local amenities
but still within a village environment. Papcastle seemed the perfect
choice and it certainly hasnot | di
You may have seen us walking our dogs around the village and
Cockermouth. We enjoyed a very bracing walk up Sale Fell in Noveimber

- as the photo shows! The view across to Bassenthwaite was spectacular.
. We are looking forward to spending more time exploring, meeting new
. people, learning about village events and settling into our new home,

Hello!

We moved to The Mount in July after previously living nea
Preston. We have a 5 year old son, Toby, and in Novemb
Reuben was born. A true Papcastle baby after being born
home!

We both grew up locally and met at Cockermouth school.
moved away for work but have now returned 'home' so To
and Reuben can grow up closer to family. Chris is an
aerospace engineer and works on the design of military
planes. Sarah is currently on maternity leave, but is a CIVI|
engineer working in flood risk management.

It's lovely to be back in the Lakes and we're enjoying getti
out for lots of walks and bike rides.

i

Sarah, Chris, Tobyral Reuben Ulyatt

NeW Old HandS a.t the Be"e Vue Anne and lan Barwise

At the beginning of December, myself and my husband took over the Belle Vue. We
are from Cleator Moor and have been in the pub trade for over 26 years. We
recently came out of The Captains House at Bigrigg, and prior to that we were in
The Brook Inn at Cleator for 7 years. We also held the lease to the Grove Court Hote
and were at The Wild Duck in Branthwaite for a brief six months. The other couple
of pubs we had were wet sales only, so we have a long history in the pub trade.

We offer a very extensive menu and produce some
& delicious home cooked food, mostly locally sourced Winter Opening Times
h. We've used Tony Harrison's Butchers for over 10
now so are no st):angers to Cockermouth "1 Monday 122 pm 5:8.30 pm
) Tuesday closed

o — We have had a very successful start at the Belle Vi Wednesday 122 pm 5-8.30 pm
with lots of amazing feedback. Long may it continddlank you for all the Thursday 122 pm 5-8.30 pm

. : Friday 122 pm 5-8.30 pm
support shown so far and we are looking forward to seeing you all very s Saturday 122 pm 58.30 pm

Find us on FacebookKhe Belle Vue Cockermouth Sunday 123 pm

To book a table, please call 0196o—z9zzTz—=Td |
answer, weodoll get back t




Pari sh Counci ltroD RebtpPaps€lb 8 nov 2024 a
The®arish Council meets every 2 months and is tasked wjth
bl ocked drains, management of green spaces, footpaths,| s
applications The County Councillor for Cockermouth Naqfrt
meetings and relays any concerns to the relevant Cumbgr |
informing the Parish Council of developments on the Calun
David Johnson of Premier House, Belle Vue. Other Pari sh
Jackson Jdnr Brian Merris John Conl on, l an Trohear Jio h i
Foll owing the resignation of Huw Morgan, Dwpncan ofa wooe tiith e
Counci l and was warmly wel comed.

§ The light in the village hall | ane has been fixed by|th
I't was agreed to write to Cumberl and Council asking he
further up Gote Brow to protect the Belle Vue exit.

§ Bus sheilt ewas agreed that in the near future the pergpe
replaced as its opaqueness was reducing visibility a t

§ It was agreed to ask Cumberl and Council to consider @ 2

§ The problem with weeds in the village will be readdrgss

§ More frequent emptying of dog waste bins in Belle Vug a

§ lan Trohear agreed to clear the blocked gully running b
House owners are requested to ensure their overhanging
and to prune them regularly.

§ It was agreed the Chairman and Cl er kf woot dohionl§ Patoghh
website and separate Papcastl e&Bell e Vue Village websgit

8§ An a-harassment and bullying policy for the Parish Cojnc

DOVERS LANE

Repeated attempts have bee

|l abelling of the road from

(Appl e Maps is correct) wh

properties have Dovers Lan

Cottage The | ane is so ca

Ful l mi nutes of the meeti

been approved The nexTu

Hal | Al'l are welcome to
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Village Hall Diary Dates

To book contact Gill Conlon 01900 828360

The Village Hall is popular and well  -used for parties,
gatherings, sports activities and rehearsals. We now
also have a table tennis table for village residents
book a session in the hall to use it.

Every Monday
6.30 - 7.30 pm

Every Saturday
Class times vary

Friday
17th January 2025
7.30 pm

Friday
21st February 2025
7.30 pm

Friday
7th March 2025
7.00 for 7.30 pm.

Keep Fit in the Village Hall. Please contact Tony for further details
tony.magorrian@googlemail.com

Divas School of Dance . Classes for all ages in Ballet, Modern &Tap.
Please contact M Williamson on 07512804184 for further details or email
mandywilliamson72@yahoo.co.uk

Papcastle Lectures
Nuclear Decommissioning by Phil Davies.
£3 on door, tea, coffee and biscuits included.

Papcastle Lectures

Is Recycling a Waste of Time?

Paul Shearsby, Councillor at Cumberland Council
£3 on door, tea, coffee and biscuits included.

The ever popular Whisky Tasting convened by Stephen Walker.
Numbers limited to 25.
Details from Magdi on 01900 825248

Friday Papcastle Lectures
14th March 2025 Exploring Carlisle with Stan Leigh
7.30 pm £3 on door, tea, coffee and biscuits included.
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