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It is with a heavy heart that I write this final introduction as editor.  As a number of you will  

know Jonathan and I are moving out of the village.  We have had a wonderful ten years in     

Papcastle, being privileged to share it with you lovely people.  

I would like you to welcome Jill Douglas as the newly appointed editor and her sidekick 

­Roving Reporter Jacqui® (Spiers).  I®m sure they will continue to receive support from you 

all to keep the newsletter going.  Look after each other, Jude  

  Papcastle and Belle Vue Advent Window Trail 2021  

The original window trail was introduced in 2020 as a bit of fun and to fill a gap in      

Christmas festivities caused by ­lock down®.  It was embraced wholeheartedly and a new 

trail was requested for 2021.  

The trail has gained a reputation and we have had groups trailing around the village  

peering into the windows. I met many dog walkers seeing what was new every evening. I 

believe one resident put catering on for groups doing the trail one night. The windows 

were magnificent. They were funny. They were colourful. They were spectacular and so 

much work had gone into them. They were so difficult to judge.  

To ensure that all tastes were catered for we had a brand new judge to do it this year and 

the judge had to go around several times in order to make a decision.  

Well done all of you for joining in and embracing the fun and making our village so bright 

and cheerful for Christmas.  Doreen Bertram  

1st prize goes to number 3, Ordgarff  



More Advent windows  
Runner up, 41 The Mount  

Thanks to all the photographers!  



 Children®s Christmas Party 

 

Another successful Christmas party was held for 

the children on 4th December in the village hall. 

They played lots of games and the younger 

ones were transfixed by the sight of Santa!  

Thanks to all the helpers and for the children for 

coming too.  

Parish Council Snippets  

Meeting held on Tuesday 4th January 2022 in the Village Hall.  

Present: Councillor Catherine Bell (CCC), David Johnson, Huw Morgan, Robert Jackson, 

Robert Jackson Jnr, Jackie Day, Brian Merris, Ian Trohear, John Conlon and Jill Coyle.  

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Nicky Cockburn (ABC).  

Openreach has yet to respond regarding chamber flooding at Belle Vue. To be contacted 

again.  

Huw Morgan confirmed that the salt bins had all been filled as requested.  

There has been no response from Electricity North West regarding street lighting.  

The blocked drain has not been cleared. Councillor Bell has agreed to contact the         

Borough Council.  

Riverbank: Robert Jackson reported that the County Council thought this work had now 

been completed, and he informed them that this wasn't the case.  

Councillor Bell confirmed that tenders had gone out for the work. She has also spoken to 

Mark Jenkinson MP, who has also agreed to contact the County Council.  

Robert Jackson also reported on erosion under the bridge and has contacted the            

Environment Agency. Councillor Bell will also contact the Agency.  

Defibrillator Pads: Huw Morgan confirmed that cut up defibrillator pads can be disposed 

of in domestic waste.  

Various planning applications and planning decisions were discussed.  

 

Date and time of next meeting: Tuesday 1st March 2022 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall  



Croft House Time Capsule  

A set of 61 documents (or scraps of) in poor       

condition found encased in a stud wall (as a time 

capsule) were discovered during renovations and 

alterations  at Croft House, Papcastle in May 2021.  

They are a set of bills and receipted payment of 

them, some in so poor a condition as to be illegible.  

The earliest appears to be ² 

August 15th 1737: Jn Simpson £46 to Eliza Rumney, 

witnessed by Ann Simpson *  

November 15th, 1737: Mr. John Simpson, 5 guineas for my ¤.. of Anatomy to C. Hawkins 

The last in the set is ² 5 Oct 1741 to John Simpson.  

A few of special interest are those addressed to Doctor Simpson. Most of the others are 

addressed to John Simpson.  

Sep 26, 1738 Dr. Simpson (some haberdashery items 5s..6d., to Hans Frier)  

(month unclear) 9th 1739 Doctor Simpson Dr to Wm Thompson to Jacob Sibson  

Totalling £10..17..6d for various building supplies  (12 

items) and including £9..12..2 (unidentified) for      

possibly labour? Paid in full Novr?11th 1739  

7th June 1739 Doctor Simpson 5s.9½d to Mr Hudson  

13th June 1739 to Daniel Richardson.  

1st May 1739 Doctor Simpson to (John Hudson)  

July 7th 1740 Doctor Simpson ² to Jacob Sibson ² 

seeds etc 12s..7d  

Jan 28 (no year given) - Doctor Simpson.  

It seems unlikely that a tradesman 

would drop the designation 

¯Doctor° so a possible scenario 

might be Doctor Simpson was the owner of the house, lived there in 1739 but either soon 

after a) died or b) retired and moved away.  



Subsequently his son also called John took over 

the house; he had been the purchaser of some 

stuff before this, addressed as Mr. John Simpson. 

He then continued the renovations, concluding 

by 1742 when this cache of documents was     

encased in the wall. The work on the house 

seemed most prolific in 1739 perhaps in       

preparation for Doctor Simpson moving out.  

Although it is not necessarily the case that Dr 

John Simpson was born in Cumberland, there 

was a John Simpson baptised in Cumberland 

(parish not found) 13 Nov 1670. This would have 

been the right time for him as a doctor reaching 

69 in 1739. Also there was a John Simpson     

baptised in Pardshaw 17 Sep 1703 with father 

John Simpson ² this would fit for JS taking      

ownership of Croft House in 1739 -ish. 

Deaths recorded about this time include John S 

death in Cockermouth 7 Aug 1743 John S death in Pardshaw (Quaker?) 7 Feb 1746  

[John Simpson is a common name in Cumberland.]  

*In 2017, this is worth approximately: £5,438.00   

In 1740, you could buy one of the following with £46: Horses: 6 , Cows: 9 , Wool: 97 stones, 

Wheat: 28 quarters Wages: 460 days (skilled 

tradesman)  

[The National Archives Currency Converter]  

         By Eric Apperley, May 2021  



Miss Marple at the Village Hall  

A fantastic tale of the connection between the writer of 

Marple and the actor Margaret Rutherford who played 

the character against the author®s wishes. 

The three actors held the audience in their grasp as the 

tale unfolded over the cold November evening in the 

hall.  Minimal props were used, carried on and off by two      

soft-soled unassuming assistants (seen below flanking 

the actors - does anyone recognise the man stage left?).  

This was an inspired idea by Cockermouth Amateur 

Dramatic Society (CADS), to tour the local village halls 

and  has shown just how versatile our village hall can be.           

We look forward to further performances.  

         Papcastle and Belle Vue Village Hall Caretaker  

Our lovely little hall needs someone to keep an eye on it. We want someone who might 

walk past the hall regularly.  

Have you the time to pop into the hall 2 or 3 times a week to check the hall is defect free? 

Has there been any leaks? Has a hall user left the wall heaters on or switched the night 

storage heaters off? No practical skills needed just a wander around the building and    

report any faults to the Trustees.  

     If you think you can help please contact David Rushton at derdar@talktalk.net  


