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Lots of events to report on this summer, even if it has been rather damp. The gardeners amongst

us wi || have been happy not to have had to wate
Day planned for 29th June had to be postponed.
Government and t he dnotcaopmp ;mignthmenreté ,ofbudi tafter tt
Covid |l ockdowns and cost of living crisis, weor
making us proud with their positive attitudes, energy and achievements and add to the friendly,

lively atmosphere in our two villages.

The Northern Lights photos above were taken by Zoe from her garden in Papcastle f no need to

travel any further north this year!

I f youdve just moved in and wish to introduce vy
papcastlevillager@gmail.com. Back copies of this publication are available on the website

aboven click on Newsletter.
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Village Family Fun Day

The first Village Fun Day, postponed from
4 June because of the great, wet Cumbrian
R weather, took place on Saturday 27th July, in
the Jacksonsd River Fi
Vozmmr L 4 the morning rain) and lots of villagers and
ot i - .,_:;,’,,.‘J,,. oo tgm) their friends turned up to have fun together.

There were sack races, welly wangers, games,
races for everyone, medals and a super
bouncy castle slide.

Above all, there were loads of smiling faces!

The Mobile Sweet Shop even made a guest

.~ appearance. It was another wonderful

i community event.

Thanks very much to the organisers, Tai and

. Cathy, who made the day so brilliant and for
| creating such lovely things for the village

et kids to enjoy.
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A group of enterprising youngsters decided to se‘
up a small business in the village this year. =
Rory and Eldin started selling sweets from a
beautifully constructed stall. They even made it |
Cumbria weather proof! They have been round
village on several occasions and sold sweets of
varieties.

They were supported by Ben, Arlo and India and
they have been very happy with their efforts and =
the rewards of their enterprise. Fantastic work!

Penny from the village and one of her fellow volunteers from The
Kirkgate Centre were selected to attend the prestigious Palace
Garden Party in recognition of
| Service, presented to Kirkgate Arts & Heritage in Cockermouth
this year. Penny joined guests at Buckingham Palace on a warm
~ sunny May afternoon for afternoon tea, and watched the
performing bands and marching Beefeaters. Members of the Royal
Family, including King Charles, Queen Camilla, the Princess
Royal, and Edward and Sophie the Duke and Duchess of
== Edinburgh, mingled with the crowds. It was an entertaining and

| exciting day.

Wedding Belles 4 ,
on Dovers Lane

Davidds beautiful Bent
on 1st June for the wedding of his next door
neighbour Emily Douglas to Andrew Kerr, also
from Cockermouth. They were married at All
Saints Church with the reception at New House
Farm, Lorton. The weather was lovely, allowing
open top chauffeuring between Papcastle and
Lorton Vale, to the admiration of many a
bystander.

Photo: Chris Freer Photograp

Village Baby Lillian Barker

3/2/1924 - 20/4/2024

Alexy and Tom
welcomed an Lillian Barker, who celebrated he
addition to the 100th birthday in February of thi
family, Edward, year, died peacefully at home onj§f
who was born on ||[ April 20th 2024. After
Monday 1st celebrating her life at Christ
April, and Church in Cockermouth, she was
weighed in at 8Ib ||| laid to rest in the family grave in
50z. Cockermouth cemeteryillian

will be remembered with much
Welcome to our ||ffondness by all those who had th
latest Papcastle ||| privilege of knowing her.
resident

_



Village Barbecue 2024 Saturday 13th July 2024

Another successful village barbecue!
David and Debbie set the hall out and
organised the barbecue shelter
which, sadly, was required, though
the rain was not as torrential as last

) year. They called in their helpers and
providers of puddings and everything
was set. The unpredictable weather
meant that everyone gathered to sit,
eat, drink and be sociable in our
lovely village hall. Many thanks to
everyone who came and a special
thanks to those who provided the
delicious desserts.

v A huge thanks to David and Debbie
= for all the preparation and clearing
1 up, not forgetting Mike and Suzy who
=~ X washed up a huge amount of plates
§ and glasses, and David Johnson for
_ the photos.

Another great social gathering which
added £557 to Village Hall funds.

Jackods Variety

Some Papcastle residents were not able to come to the
barbecue, however, as they were attending the
Castl egate Singers®& summer
evening. Dr Phil Wood from Papcastle was there as
former musical director of the choir, and also to
support his piano student Jack Milburn of the Mount.
Jack was invited to be guest performer and,
accompanied by his former Head of Music from
Cockermouth School, Martin Ulyatt, he introduced and
sang a variety of songs from Italian to musical theatre
and Sondheim. He also entertained everyone with two
energetic piano pieces. The choir and audience were
enthusiastic and supportive whilst enjoying the wide
variety of music performed.

(We certainly did! Jack has a beautiful voice and is
already a confident and talented performer - your
Editor was also there in the choir).

w2l R / f2&dz2NB G DNBI
5SI N bSA3IKO 2 dzNA =

ROAD
CLOSED

C2tft26Ay3 GKS NBY20If 2F AQ0& TNR
F NBF (K G dkyad (LB200fSS/de FlfyiTe2 Nlidzy' I 6 St & Al
0SG6SSY 2Sa062NIK FYyR /YL CI NY I2dé§
AlLd oAttt asff 0SS LIaalotS F2NJ LISRSa

a
FLl2f23AaS T2N GKS Ay
AYR NB3IFNRAZ W2 FyR whiOK

<




From the Banking World to the World's Children

For a person whose motto in 1|ife f;;.
not be a better fit! Tai McEwan, who lives in the village near her mother
Penny Lees, was born in Cumbria and spent the first 20 years of her life
growing up in this area.

After graduating and travelling round the world for a while, she settled
into London life, working for RBS in the world of investment banking.
Although she enjoyed the technical high -pressured job, the money and
the lifestyle, she realised that long -term, her aim was to find a more
altruistic job and return to a more rural, community -based life. ape A HOMES

’ FOR CHILOREN @

When the credit crunch hit London, en
take up further training, so she decided to do her Accountancy ’ BAGK T“

qualifications, not then knowing how useful it might be. Work took her to FAM"-y \

Manchester, where she had her family and used these qualifications to
change sectors. She got a job in charity finance, realising her ambitions
to work in a less money, more value driven environment.

The charity she currently works for, Hope and
Homes for Children, is an international
NO CHILD SHIIIIlIl organisation working in 9 countries in Europe,
~ HAVETOLIVE Asia and Africa. Originally set up by an Army
WITHOUT THE Major and his wife 30 years ago, they initially
LOVE OF FAMILY. raised funds to rebuild a bombed orphanage in Bosnia. However, having spoken
: to the children, they realised that a new orphanage was not what these children
Fgmﬂlll]mlﬁ wanted or needed. What they needed was to leave these institutions and live
with a family. So they changed their strategy.

In a nutshell, Hope and Homes for Children aims to close large, institutionalised orphanages and return
children to their families or to foster homes. They do this by supporting and educating the states
involved to realise there is a better alternative to institutions which will do more to provide happier

and safer futures for children, potentially at a lower cost to themselves.

There are currently over 5.4 million children in orphanages worldwide of which, amazingly, 80% are

not orphans, since they have a living parent. The reason why children end up there is not simple, but

often itds a case of families not being able te acc
the type we take for granted here in the UK), because of discrimination or due to misplaced good

intentions. Institutions can be private businesses, with almost a vested interest in increasing the

number of children in the system. What is now clear is that orphanages harm children and those that

grow up in them routinely suffer violence, abuse and neglect.

In 2022, as the war broke out in Ukraine, Hope and Homes for Children also became a humanitarian

charity. Before the war, Ukraine had one of the largest orphanage systems in Europe and, as difficulties

unfolded, 91% of them returned children to their families, where Hope and Homes and other charities

now support them directly. ltds hoped that at the e
the EU, the opportunity to reform the social system will be taken.

Tai is a number cruncher. Her role is International Project Finance Manager, and her job is to support
the fundraisers to put project budgets together and support the international finance and programme
teams to manage and report back on how funds are used. However, she feels that most significant to
her work are the children and their journeys and stories. She loves working o

in an organisation which values her work, thanks her for it and allows her to s lns'[
work with like -minded people in a caring environment. CHILDHOOD

One positive to come out of the Covid pandemic has been the ability for

many to work from home. Tai makes use of this, working full time but

managing to juggle work alongside keeping fit, community activity in

Papcastle (organising parties for the children of all ages), being Treasurer

for Paddle Community Association (which raises additional funds for Paddle
School) and organising runs and OHas MRt

and keep fit in the process. ettty @ BACK T0 FAMILY

She feels that she has made a journey back to her roots and loves being back in the country where she
knows she belongs! If you wish to know more about the charity Tai works for, check out its website -
https://www.hopeandhomes.org/ Jacqui
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